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Chief of The Globe-Democrat
Washington Burecau

WASIIINGTON = The Senate
storm over a letter to The St
Louis Globe-Demaocrat by Central
Intelligence  Director Richard
Helms blew itsell out Friday and
ended with expressions of con-

fidence in Mr. Heims from even

his sevrset critics.

After listening v Mr, Helms
in cloved session before the Sen-
ate Foreign Relation Commit-

-tee, the chairman, Sen. J, W.

Fulbright (Dem.), Arkansae, said

.he regards the letter cpisode as

closed.
""Mr. Hcims said the letter was

.8 mistake and he apologized,”

Senator Fulbright told a news
conference later,

“I can't say & man can't make

In 2 letter to the Globe-Demo-
crat, printed on Wednesday, CIA
Chiel Helms said he had been
plased. to read an earlier edi-
torial commending the CIA and
denouncing Senator Fulbright for
pushing a proposal for a new
Senate committee to oversee tie
CIA.

The editorial, titled *“Brick-
hats for Fulbright,” called the
Senator *‘erafty” and sald the
Scnate had dene the right thing
in giving him "his ~come-
uppance’ and rejecting his pro-

posal for the watchdog com-

mittee,

On Thursday, nine Senators, in
cluding Senator Fulbright, made
speeches criticiizng Mr, Helms
as an executive branch official

for supporting an editorial criti-.

cal of a colleague, . /

Several Senators indicated they |

'+ The letter was included in a ) “with the best qualifications and

-+ ..signed by Mr, Helms, But the/
"+ letter to the Globe-Demoerat was:
“not marked personal and did not

. sapry mny,  admopition

' Mr, Helms as saying the CIA
does not make a practice of prais
ing or condemning newspaper
editorials,

OBJECTED STRONGLY

In his specch Thursday, Sena-

) tor Fulbright had also vbjected
] strongly to the editorial's un-

were upset especially by the |favorable comments about him,

word “crafty” as applid fo an-ipyt on Friday he professed to
other member of their exclusive by unconcerned, saying:

institution,

Helm's =

“Editorialy don’t bother me,

UPSHOT OF SPEECHES get them in the local (Washe-

The upshot of the speeches ington) papers just as bad as
was the hurriedly called meet~: in St, Louis,”

ing of the Foreign Relations! ggp, Wayne Morse {(Dem)),
Committe to hear Mr. He]ms;oregon' demanded Mr, Hetms'
say in person what he had said- resipnation on the ground that!
earlier by telephone to Senatof'he had intervened in domestic
Fulbright and others. {politics when he praised an edi-|
Every committee member | torial for its “abuse” of Senator
emerging from the hearing | Fulbright, .
]s)aid Ithra ah; had bee{nhcle?rd NO ENDORSEMENT
y Mr. Mlms' stralght-for | oo\ arorce was absent from
wan(ll statement ihat" he had | "o o committee hearing but .
errec. <. | had his statement read for him,
Mr. Helms' own comment to!No pther Senator endorsed his
newsmen was simple this: ]dma‘nd for Mr.. Helms’ ‘scalp,
"I regret signing the Jetter. It nor did any Senator even.dis-
was a mistake, I -apologﬁzedI cuss such a step. "
oo pemins || S s prod
' h i H] \ .
According to Senatar Ful - Helms had impaired his use-
fuiness as CIA director, but the
- Senator declined, saying he
" was willing to forgive if not .
forget, ]

Sen. Mike Mansfield of Mon-
lana, the Democratie leader, took.
the same position. He said M.
Heims, -a career prolessional:
with the CTA, had taken office;

I bright, Mr, Helms gave these ad.’
ditional details at the hearing:
The letter had been proposed
‘and draftd by an assistant.
When 1t was placed before
| Mr, Helms for signntyre, tlie
v anti=Fulbright editorial was at-
¢ tached, but Mr. Helms *fo-
" cused” only on the parts come
v mentlng the CIA for its work,

batch of personal mail being]l oughtyto be given a chance,”
" He said ‘that if a Senator had
‘to ‘resign: for a. “mistake,” the

‘ ‘Senate chamber would be empty,|




